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The City Corporation has committed to achieving...

Net zero by 2027 Net zero by 2040 Net zero by 2040 Climate Resilience

Four objectives



GHG Emission reduction trajectories



Climate Action Strategy – workstreams 

• Buildings – Corporate Properties and Housing
• Buildings – Investment Properties 
• Buildings – Capital Projects & Resilience
• Purchased Goods and Services 
• Square Mile 
• Cool Streets and Greening 
• Mainstreaming Resilience 
• Heart of the City and SME Engagement
• Financial Investments
• Carbon Removal and Land Management 
• Transport



Transparency and Monitoring
Climate Action Strategy Dashboard



The power of transparency 



Square Mile (‘BASIC+’) boundary (1,528 ktCO2e)

These are the City’s scope 1, 2 (within City boundary) and scope 3

(outside City boundary emissions).
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Understanding the Square Mile’s emissions

The baseline



6 Key Actions:

Develop and implement a Square 
Mile Local Area Energy Plan

Historic Building Energy Retrofit 
Challenge

Tighten standards for new buildings 
through Supplementary Planning 
Guidance

Develop and implement a Square Mile 
organisational value chain strategy 

CAS - Square Mile Workstreams

Create exemplar guidance on Square 
Mile refurbishment

Scope and launch a 
Climate Action Fund



Climate Action Progress Report 2022

Progress:
• 31% carbon emission reduction in 

own operations
• 20% reduction in carbon intensity of 

investments

Challenges:
• Must accelerate our work on 

decarbonising non-domestic buildings 
and transport

• These account for 90% of Square Mile 
emissions

• So far, neither is decarbonising at the 
rates needed to meet the upcoming 
interim goals

• Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) providing 
100% renewable energy for 51% of 
Corporation’s energy needs



Why a Historic Building Challenge?

• Square Mile - a unique historic environment of exceptional richness and 
significance

• Designated assets - over 600 listed buildings, 27 conservation areas, 48 
scheduled ancient monuments and four historic parks and gardens. 

• Fit for the future - transitioning away from a reliance on fossil fuels and 
being resilient to a changing climate

• Collective Challenge – adapting this historic environment will need to draw 
on the actions and expertise of a wide range of stakeholders.
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THE CHALLENGE
HOW BIG IS THE PROBLEM?

Listed buildings within 
the square mile
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THE CHALLENGE
HOW BIG IS THE PROBLEM?

Annual carbon emissions of City 
Corporation’s listed assets within the 
Square Mile (2021-22)



THE CHALLENGE
HOW BIG IS THE PROBLEM?

Native woodland required to absorb annual 
carbon emissions of the Square Mile’s listed 

buildings is approximately 84.6 times the size 

of the Square Mile. (approximate value based 
on available data)



THE CHALLENGE
CHALLENGE OR OPORTUNITY?

The protection of plants and animals, natural 
areas, and interesting and important structures 
and buildings, especially from the damaging 
effects of human activity.

Conservation
noun



THE CHALLENGE
CHALLENGE OR OPORTUNITY?

reduced 
energy costs

energy security

delivering on green 
credentials

increasing market 
value

conserving natural 
resources

comfortable and 
healthy internal 

environment

attracting 
climate 

conscious 
people

resilience 
against future 

uncertainty



THE CHALLENGE
A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT



1. WHERE ARE WE? 

2. WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES?

3. WHAT DO WE NEED? 

THE CHALLENGE
WHAT WE WANT TO KNOW



THE CHALLENGE
WHO WE ARE

Alasdair Travers
Partner and Head of Design

Purcell

Jon Wright
Heritage Consultant and C20 Specialist

Purcell

Harriet Pillman
Senior Architect

Purcell

Miranda McCabe
Associate

Purcell

Kate Sanders
Partner
Purcell

Tatiana Guinness
Historic Building Challenge Coordinator

Purcell

Laura Baron
Head of Sustainability

Purcell

Aled Thomas
Climate Action City Workstream Manager

City of London Corporation
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THE CHALLENGE
WHAT NEXT?

• Understanding barriers, challenges and risks

• Identifying and analysing best practice examples

• Knowledge sharing and recognition

• A toolkit for carbon reduction and climate resilience

• An on-line platform to share information, case studies and best practice –
developing a community of practice

• Feed in to City policy development e.g. Local Plan



THE CHALLENGE
WHAT NEXT?

historicbuildingscarbonreduction.commonplace.is


