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TOP TIPS FOR YOUNG PATTENMAKERS
The City of London Livery Companies, and notably the Worshipful Company of Pattenmakers, are renowned for their hospitality and good fellowship. This is clearly demonstrated at formal Livery Dinners. Such events are governed by protocols and traditions going back hundreds of years. 

Dress

Black Tie - Black Tie, in the City, is exactly what it says: a black dinner jacket, black waistcoat (if worn) and a plain black bow tie. This is what might be described in the vernacular as a tuxedo while ladies should wear a formal outfit such as a floor-length gown or appropriate cocktail dress. For ladies, a smart dress (such as a cocktail dress) is appropriate. It can be long or short, as long as it's not too short. It need not be black.
Lounge suit is an expression only seen on invitations as a dress code. It means a dark suit or business suit or possibly business dress or business attire. This dress code is used for occasions with various degrees of formality and means a suit worn with a shirt and tie.
Under no circumstances are items of clothing, particularly jackets and ties to be removed

Procedure at Dinners

Remaining at Table - All diners, except in extreme circumstances, should remain seated during the meal. If it is necessary to leave the table, (this should not include popping out for a cigarette), before the Master and the principal guests process out, then it should be done with the minimum of fuss. Diners should avoid leaving the room during a speech and should not re-enter the room until a speech is finished
Use of Mobile telephones and cameras – All mobile devices should be switched to silent and preferably turned off. Under no circumstances should emails and text messages be sent/read. 
Toasts
The Loyal Toast - Following the Toastmaster’s “knocking-up” (three taps), the Master will rise and say “The Queen”. All will rise and, having raised their glasses (the loyal toast may be drunk with water) will say “The Queen”. 

The Guests - When the proposer of this toast finishes the speech, only members of the Company (both the Freemen and the Liverymen) will rise and say “The Guests”.

The Company – All present will rise and toast the Company.

Stirrup Cup - The stirrup cup will be served in a reception room away from the dining room. As soon as the Master and principal guests have processed out please vacate the dining room swiftly to enable the staff to commence the clearing up. 
