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The City of London Livery Companies, and notably the Worshipful Company of Pattenmakers, are renowned for their hospitality and good fellowship. This is clearly demonstrated at the Annual Mansion House Banquet. Such events are governed by protocols and traditions going back hundreds of years. Should you require further clarification or explanation or seek more details on any of these matters please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk.

Dress White Tie is worn on formal occasions, particularly in the presence of the Lord Mayor. The invitation will state “Evening Dress”. There are no variations to this form of dress. Ladies may prefer to wear a long dress when gentlemen are in white tie. Decorations should be worn unless stated.

Under no circumstances are items of clothing, particularly Jackets and ties to be removed

Procedure at Dinners There are a few notes below regarding procedure at formal dinners:

Remaining at Table - All diners, except in extreme circumstances, should remain seated during the meal. If it is necessary to leave the table before the Master and the principal guests process out, then it should be done with the minimum of fuss. Diners should avoid leaving the room during a speech and should not re-enter the room until a speech is finished. Leaving or re-entering the room is not an opportunity to socialise with fellow diners.

Use of Mobile telephones and cameras – All mobile devices should be switched to silent and preferably turned off. Under no circumstances should emails and text messages be sent/read. The taking of photographs should not be permitted aside of the flash lighting causing discomfort to your fellow diners there is also a question of security. It is appreciated that there will be an inevitability that some guests would wish to have a souvenir photograph but it is requested this is done either before or after the meal and with discretion

Toasts The Loyal Toast - Following the Toastmaster’s “knocking-up” (three taps), the Master will rise and say “The Queen”. All will rise and, having raised their glasses (the loyal toast may be drunk with water) will say “The Queen”. One verse of the National Anthem will be played and sung. The toast should not be drunk until the music has been completed. Seats should be resumed between the formal toasts.

The Royal Family - The Master will propose the toast to the Royal Family. (After two taps) All will rise, raise their glasses and say “The Royal Family”.  The first six bars of the National Anthem will be played, be no singing.

The Civic Toast - This is straightforward. (one tap) There will be no reply unless the Lord Mayor or his locum is present.

The Guests - When the proposer of this toast finishes the speech, only members of the Company (both the Freemen and the Liverymen) will rise and say “The Guests”.
The Company - This sometimes causes confusion. The guest speaker will finish the speech by proposing the toast to the Company. With the exception of the Master, ALL PRESENT will rise and toast the Company.
	
As soon as the Master and principal guests have processed out please vacate the dining room swiftly to enable the staff to commence the clearing up. Please leave the first floor of the Mansion House promptly as severe charges apply if the Company remains after the appointed hour.
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