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28th November – Advent Sunday (Christian): 

 
Advent Sunday is the first day of the liturgical year and the start of the season of Advent. 

On the First Sunday of Advent, Christians start lighting their Advent wreaths, and praying 

their Advent daily devotional; believers may also erect their Christmas tree or Chrismon tree, 

light a Christingle, as well as engage in other ways of preparing for Christmas, such as 

setting up Christmas decorations, a custom that is sometimes done liturgically through a 

hanging of the greens ceremony. 

 

28th November - 6th December – Hanukkah (Judaism): 

 
Hanukkah, also known as the Festival of Lights, is a Jewish festival commemorating the 

recovery of Jerusalem and subsequent rededication of the Second Temple at the beginning of 

the Maccabean revolt against the Seleucid Empire in the 2nd century BC. 

 

30th November – Saint Andrew's Day (Christian): 

 



Saint Andrew's Day, also called the Feast of Saint Andrew or Andermas, is the feast day of 

Andrew the Apostle and is Scotland's official national day. He is also the patron saint of 

Romania, Greece, Russia, Ukraine and Poland. 

It is believed that he was born between the years 5 AD and 10 AD in a place that is now part 

of Israel. According to Christianity, he went on to become one of the 12 disciples of Jesus 

Christ. The disciples were 12 people chosen by Jesus to closely follow him. 

 

1st December – World AIDS Day: 

 
World AIDS Day, designated on 1 December every year since 1988, is an international day 

dedicated to raising awareness of the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of HIV infection 

and mourning those who have died of the disease. 

Over 105,200 people are living with HIV in the UK. Globally, there are an estimated 38 

million people who have the virus. Despite the virus only being identified in 1984, more than 

35 million people have died of HIV or AIDS related illnesses, making it one of the most 

destructive pandemics in history. 

 

2nd December – International Day for the Abolition of Slavery: 

 
According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO) more than 40 million people 

worldwide are victims of modern slavery. Although modern slavery is not defined in law, it 

is used as an umbrella term covering practices such as forced labour, debt bondage, forced 

marriage, and human trafficking. Essentially, it refers to situations of exploitation that a 

person cannot refuse or leave because of threats, violence, coercion, deception, and/or abuse 

of power. 

 

In addition, more than 150 million children are subject to child labour, accounting for almost 

one in ten children around the world. 

 

  



3rd December – International Day of People With Disabilities: 

 
The Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities is an international human rights 

treaty of the United Nations intended to protect the rights and dignity of people with 

disabilities. 

The 2021 theme for the annual celebration of people with disabilities is “Fighting for rights in 

the post-COVID era.”. 

 

 

6th December – Saint Nicholas Day (Christian): 

 
Saint Nicholas Day, also called the Feast of Saint Nicholas, is the feast day of Nicholas of 

Myra with particular regard to his reputation as a bringer of gifts. 

In Germany and Poland, boys have traditionally dressed as bishops and begged alms for the 

poor. In Poland, children wait for St. Nicholas to come and to put a present under their 

pillows provided that the children were good during the year. Children who behaved badly 

may expect to find a twig or a piece of coal under their pillows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


