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350th Anniversary Dinner
Guildhall, 21st September 2021

Dear Pattenmakers,

This note is to give you some more information about our Dinner at the Guildhall on Tuesday evening. Please pass it on to others in your party, as it is only being sent to the first-named member of the Company on your booking form.

Please enter via the Guildhall Art Gallery entrance on the east side of the Guildhall Yard. There is a cloakroom on the lower ground floor, but please do not bring large bags (all bags will be scanned by Guildhall security).

Please bring your pour mémoire invitation card with you, and do not leave it in the cloakroom, as cards will be checked at the door between the Art Gallery and the Guildhall (if you do not have your card with you, names will be checked off on a list).

While the reception begins at 1815, we hope on this occasion that not everyone will arrive punctually, or – with 400 attending – there may be rather a long queue into the reception, which will be held in the Old Library. In the reception line, it will not be necessary to shake hands; a bow from the neck or similar gesture may be preferred. 

While we are pleased that 400 is an excellent number for the evening, we wish to assure guests that we have capped the number significantly below the maximum capacity of the Great Hall to ensure that we are not all squashed together. The Guildhall team have also asked us not to sing Grace or the National Anthem, and we will not be passing round a loving cup on this occasion.

In addition, the Guildhall’s Covid guidance includes the following points:
· Guests who are feeling unwell or have been in close contact with anyone displaying symptoms of Covid-19 should not attend an event at the Guildhall;
· Face masks should be worn when moving around the venue;
· Guests will be asked to sanitise their hands on entry to the building;
· Guildhall recommend that guests take a lateral flow test at home before coming to the event;
· The Companies are required to retain contact details for our guests and store them securely after the event in case a guest reports symptoms of Covid-19; we are advised that this information may be shared with NHS Test and Trace. The NHS Track and Trace QR Code will be available at the entrance;
· Hand sanitiser will be available at the entrance and key points throughout the venue;
· Signage will be in place throughout the venue, providing clear guidance to guests on the systems and measures in place;
· Enhanced cleaning measures are in place.

Please ask me if you would like to see the full Guildhall Covid guidance, or if you have any questions about this or other aspects of the event.   We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.

Finally, if very sadly you are unable to come, please let me know as soon as possible, since we have a waiting list.

image1.jpeg




image2.png




image3.jpeg




